Homayoun*
Palestinian Music Ensemble
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Homayoun specializes in three distinct forms which shape the collective musical memory of the people of Palestine: traditional Palestinian music, classical Arabic music and song and sacred music. 

Established in 2002, the ensemble presents a group of classical Arabic songs as the Mowashah, the rare and demanding monologue and old songs as well as instrumental classical music. The group’s artistic style reflects the feelings and diverse experiences of its creators, whereby each tells his/her own narrative in music. Homayoun gives voice to the voiceless -- peasants praying for rain and freedom; refugees dreaming of dignified life on the only land they can call home; lovers defiantly insisting on hope despite all the oppression; and children discovering joy in the midst of misery. 

Artists:

Homayoun includes some of the best Palestinian musicians such as: 
Nizar Rohana - composer, musical director and oud player. Born in Asefia, a Palestinian village in the famous Mount Carmel, Nizar is a skillful and accomplished oud musician. He has a master’s degree in musicology and is currently the vice president for academic affairs in the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music in East Jerusalem.

Yousif Habish - percussionist. Yousif was born in Yerka in the Galilee; he is a virtuoso percussionist who is critically acclaimed. He holds a master’s degree in philosophy. He has played in many ensembles and groups, both locally as well as internationally.
Sana Moussa - vocalist. Born in Deir Al-Asad in the Galilee, Sana was raised in a musical family where she developed her passion for classical Arabic Music and traditional Palestinian music. She is preparing her PhD in micro-biology. Sana studied the basics of classical Arabic music and scale (maqam) at the Al-Urmawi, Center for Mashreq Music in East Jerusalem. She is also completing her doctoral studies in neuroscience.  
Essa Awwad - qanoun player. Essa is a music instructor at the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music in East Jerusalem. He was born in Nazareth.
Key Performances:
The ensemble participated in many local and international festivals and concerts, most prominent of which are the following:

· January 2006: Mediterranean Sacred Songs Festival, St. Steven’s Church, Jerusalem

· November 2005:  Chant de Palestine et du Liban, Liege, Belgium

· November 2005:  RENCONTRES MUSICALES, Brussels, Belgium

· November 2005:  Rencontres artistiques : Cultures, traditions, modernités, Belgium
· October 2005:  Festival Voix de Femmes à Anvers, Avners, Belgium
· October 2005:  Mediterranean Sacred Songs Festival, Chapelle Sainte Catherine, Marseille, France

· October 2005:  Dialogue Concert, Arle’s Museon, Arles, France

· July 2005:  Jerusalem Festival 2005 (Yabous), Jerusalem 

The Homayoun ensemble conducted several workshops focusing on traditional and on classical Arabic songs with regards to structure, melody and rhythm. This included lengthy workshops in October 2005 at the Centre du Theatre Action (Hestre-Belgium) with theatre and drama students, as well as a November 2005 workshop in France with musicians from Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Italy, Belgium and the Ukraine.
Contact:
Sanaa Moussa: Sanaa_moussa@hotmail.com  or   Moussa.sana@gmail.com        
Tel: +972508215530                                       

Nizar Rohana: Nrohana@gmail.com
Tel: +972505730310
-------------------------
* Homayoun is a name of a scale “Maqam” in the classical oriental music. The name originates from the Persian language and it means “holy “or “blessed.”









